
2025 AI & the Church Summit: Faithful Futures 
Resources 
September 2-5, 2025 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Minneapolis, MN 

Features video of Jane McGonigal’s guidance through the “Council of Ethical Imagination” 
social simulation (see links below).  Faithful Futures special presentation by futurist Bob 
Johansen, Institute for the Future.  Along with Faithful Futures keynote videos, article links 
to key AI insights and more.  

McGonigal Interactive Keynote.  September 4, 2025.  

McGonigal Reflects on Results of Social Simulation. September 4, 2025. 

Jane McGonigal Social Simulation Guide 

Simulation Results 

Sponsored by PC(USA) Office of Innovation, ELCA Innovation Lab, TryTank Episcopal Innovation 
Institute, and United Methodist Church Discipleship Ministries. 

2024 AI & the Church Summit Journal 
August 12-15, 2024 
Epiphany Episcopal Parish in Seattle, WA 

Includes videos and transcripts of presentations and other resources from the 1st “AI and the 
Church Summit” featuring Father Paolo Benanti from Rome who serves as the Pope’s advisor 
on AI and futurist Bob Johansen along with ethicists, game designers, and app developers.   

Sponsored by PC(USA) Office of Innovation, ELCA Innovation Lab, and TryTank Episcopal 
Innovation Institute.  

 

 

  

https://goodsoilconnection.notion.site/2025-Faithful-Futures-Resource-Pages-25edc59df2f480528c86ed8342da8b4d#2a3dc59df2f48041be9dd8c69530136e
https://goodsoilconnection.notion.site/2025-Faithful-Futures-Resource-Pages-25edc59df2f480528c86ed8342da8b4d#2a3dc59df2f48041be9dd8c69530136e
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/play/qqXYbNh7nX1VQTsgfHKn2hW119JsfRgVWJQUu3uL9a25w6yQUFULDRVTsXb0re8kiXZ7KMuovKEbrmCK.hDV8XNEFo9m_JNrZ?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fumcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FOhPRUZdsRDYksahO_qYUcA4I6e_xfqekrH1ixtNGChQju5Mi5xtOCxRaEKUv1LJL.MFVLmSf4YoeoAaa_
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/play/Y7EW_CuqsIo8E-tLie8_QV5Wd5SElZ4AeNx0x68QWxCuu6QfFJMsMO32bBg9Jqa_-1aE8yheEk1chQQm.lsM7rFT4a9gGHrw8?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fumcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FuTzIaKSbdBQqFduuOBE2hghyD_zUnUPHQl5WKiExJFzhpRGw6h7z5TrUM2r7JwAw.1t-kAeOHfig-xda-
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RUI9SGrbPzePN81y9y1oHfSvyx0FwJKe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dyNDLxFxnAO7c0Y4k-uSdYwdcDRHBdNZ/view?usp=share_link
https://www.trytank.org/uploads/1/2/3/4/123491645/ai___the_church_journal_2024.pdf


2025 AI & The Church Summit:  Faithful 
Futures Resource Details 
Big Questions About AI and The Church 

The point of this resource is to give churches a great starting place to begin to consider some of 
the important questions AI raises in the life of the Church in a way that isn't cost prohibitive. I 
also have a discussion guide with some discussion questions and ways to imagine breaking this 
video into four sessions for an adult Sunday School or small group session. 

I (Rev. Andy Morgan, FPC Knoxville, TN) am so grateful to Antonia Shaffer, Kip Bonallo, and Doyt 
Conn for their partnership and discernment on this project and am glad we could get it done 
before the Summit. 

Video 

Handouts for Video 

 

Pre Conference Event with Bob Johansen (Recording) 
Learn BANI leadership habits from Bob’s new book, Leaders Make the Future: 10 New Skills to 
Humanize Leadership with Generative AI (2025) 

Link to the Recording 

Slides (PDF) 

 

Cohort Materials 

• Ai Faithful Futures Cohort Instructions 
• Cohort Facilitator – AI Faithful Futures 
• AI: Faithful Futures Cohort Covenant 
• Collaborative Action Planning 
• Guide Sheet for Facilitators.  Guide Sheet.pdf 

  

https://goodsoilconnection.notion.site/2025-Faithful-Futures-Resource-Pages-25edc59df2f480528c86ed8342da8b4d#2a3dc59df2f48041be9dd8c69530136e
https://goodsoilconnection.notion.site/2025-Faithful-Futures-Resource-Pages-25edc59df2f480528c86ed8342da8b4d#2a3dc59df2f48041be9dd8c69530136e
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fme90zLR8mdE%3Fsi%3DnffCkclM8Puym1&data=05%7C02%7CShawn.Kang%40pcusa.org%7Ccd3252da6eed4db9558608dde767b02e%7C99082a1a70af459fa6ac8ad01476a157%7C0%7C0%7C638921155003375062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Du47Ro3Ek%2BubI6pDGm9rvwoWlr4UFHN5FWheNGw3iJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tbW6ULnMkHiJwXC9ikxiuYkIaajk9IC2/view?usp=share_link
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/share/1SbJF4FGUvB55LibSVTFRWgkvb4pgg3AT9ax630iAmzdTocMJgEShOBRgNt9HwcN.QwL4UhUeSg3hwfcH
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FBt0CCbVZttZvNhfiofswxCfUHU2c0Kp/view?usp=share_link
https://www.notion.so/Ai-Faithful-Futures-Cohort-Instructions-262dc59df2f48026acafe551283e5e5a?pvs=21
https://www.notion.so/Cohort-Facilitator-AI-Faithful-Futures-262dc59df2f4806ca27edd4a002764d7?pvs=21
https://www.notion.so/AI-Faithful-Futures-Cohort-Covenant-262dc59df2f48048b204d40669cd585c?pvs=21
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZwULxGirYbTWt2nXmK0g--RhDFif5LfA/view?usp=share_link
attachment:ed6d9875-321f-4104-858c-384afce0455d:Guide_Sheet.pdf


Transcripts of Morning Coffee Conversations 

Summary_ 2025-0903- 930- The (Possible) Power of AGI Lorenzo Lebrija.docx 

Summary_ 2025-0904- 930 AM- The (Actual) Power of Humanity Doyt Conn.docx 

 

Recorded Livestream Sessions from the Conference 

Dr. Philip Butler (Tue. Evening) 

Dr. Jovonia Taylor-Hayes 

Jane McGonigal 

AM Session Zoom Recording 

Jane McGonigal Social Simulation Guide 

PM Session Zoom Recording 

Simulation Results 

Dr. Miguel A. De La Torre 

2024 Cohort Presentation Recordings 

 

Publications from Denominational News 

• Episcopal News service report: 
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2025/09/05/faith-leaders-bring-ethical-concerns-
curiosity-to-ai-debate-at-multi-denominational-conference/ 

• United Methodist Church Event Summary 
Article:https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/denominational-leaders-gather-in-
minneapolis-to-shape-the-faithful-future-of-artificial-intelligence 

• PCUSA "Game On":https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/5/game 

attachment:865bf2a9-dec2-40c2-b46b-b9a410787aeb:Summary__2025-0903-_930-_The_(Possible)_Power_of_AGI_Lorenzo_Lebrija.docx
attachment:6cdd9b9c-9e92-4c69-ae8f-70739dbd7b68:Summary__2025-0904-_930_AM-_The_(Actual)_Power_of_Humanity_Doyt_Conn.docx
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/share/DS9QdOsaI9FyqQNdGrDoKzll1j2zfOR5y8JKjfhMrCuzr8LaLl8-Rsn3bWY7s5lp.Y3wiaC7md8CzPLxC
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/share/YjpXy0ShzP7pZm12eeVlaGpzO2GwVdoX4GJR3utKxol3j3FBh4CJwl8GEvRJQuQ.MrW1-c5nkX3wYM2F
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/share/OhPRUZdsRDYksahO_qYUcA4I6e_xfqekrH1ixtNGChQju5Mi5xtOCxRaEKUv1LJL.MFVLmSf4YoeoAaa_
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RUI9SGrbPzePN81y9y1oHfSvyx0FwJKe/view
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/share/uTzIaKSbdBQqFduuOBE2hghyD_zUnUPHQl5WKiExJFzhpRGw6h7z5TrUM2r7JwAw.1t-kAeOHfig-xda-
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dyNDLxFxnAO7c0Y4k-uSdYwdcDRHBdNZ/view?usp=share_link
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/share/2smSuxh320Gukt2wkDJnh96cwf8KcoE3KrC03RQiNEzfk2qlf7QrGw1ExpCv2LVw.dGPyZ6yS8cAHlXYO
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/rec/share/jAC-pISkeNRzWaZtSz9BMqm_cT2RR9CzDJGUVGKiU9cAvN-CmSgD-etapIISvfkV.BD1MA7OjlavD9Mfr
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2025/09/05/faith-leaders-bring-ethical-concerns-curiosity-to-ai-debate-at-multi-denominational-conference/
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2025/09/05/faith-leaders-bring-ethical-concerns-curiosity-to-ai-debate-at-multi-denominational-conference/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/denominational-leaders-gather-in-minneapolis-to-shape-the-faithful-future-of-artificial-intelligence
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/denominational-leaders-gather-in-minneapolis-to-shape-the-faithful-future-of-artificial-intelligence
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/5/game


• PCUSA Preparing Faith Leaders:https://pcusa.org/news-
storytelling/news/2025/9/4/preparing-faith-leaders-prepare-others-use-artificial-
intelligence-faithful-way 

• PCUSA Dr. Philip Butler:https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/3/talk-iliff-
school-theologys-dr-philip-butler-launches-faithful-futures-gathering 

• Religion News service report: https://religionnews.com/2025/09/05/faiths-answer-to-
ai-the-sabbath/ 

Articles 

**"Rome Call for AI Ethics”** 

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, Brad Smith, John Kelly III, Dongyu Qu, Paola Pisano (first 
signatories) 

Want to Change Your Life? Don’t Think One Year Into the Future—Think 10 

Slate Article by Jane McGonigal 

2024 Cohort Presentations 

Various 

AI Is a Mass-Delusion Event 

Charlie Warzel. The Atlantic. August 18, 2025. 

Available at: https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2025/08/ai-mass-delusion-
event/683909/ 

ChatGPT encouraged Adam Raine’s suicidal thoughts. His family’s lawyer says 
OpenAI knew it was broken 

Johana Bhuiyan. The Guardian. August 29, 2025. 

Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/29/chatgpt-suicide-openai-
sam-altman-adam-raine 

Containment for AI: How to Adapt a Cold War Strategy to a New Threat 

Mustafa Suleyman. Foreign Affairs. January 23, 2024. 

https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/4/preparing-faith-leaders-prepare-others-use-artificial-intelligence-faithful-way
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/4/preparing-faith-leaders-prepare-others-use-artificial-intelligence-faithful-way
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/4/preparing-faith-leaders-prepare-others-use-artificial-intelligence-faithful-way
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/3/talk-iliff-school-theologys-dr-philip-butler-launches-faithful-futures-gathering
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/9/3/talk-iliff-school-theologys-dr-philip-butler-launches-faithful-futures-gathering
https://religionnews.com/2025/09/05/faiths-answer-to-ai-the-sabbath/
https://religionnews.com/2025/09/05/faiths-answer-to-ai-the-sabbath/
https://www.romecall.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/RomeCall_Paper_web.pdf
https://slate.com/technology/2022/06/imaginable-excerpt-futures-thinking-10-years.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/196QDUgRL3Ey-73B1cq3qNLfm3-nYzbai/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U6CHoYm9cTzQZAc1M64jYym5YqqKymqI/view?usp=share_link
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2025/08/ai-mass-delusion-event/683909/
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2025/08/ai-mass-delusion-event/683909/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18M6Rl52MTa83S7I_T1pWFgCrLGT7lPHx/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18M6Rl52MTa83S7I_T1pWFgCrLGT7lPHx/view?usp=share_link
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/29/chatgpt-suicide-openai-sam-altman-adam-raine
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/29/chatgpt-suicide-openai-sam-altman-adam-raine
https://drive.google.com/file/d/165nfm8syA1zpqHwoAOmT28Hjpkx3aBJj/view?usp=share_link


Available at: https://mustafa-suleyman.ai/containment-for-ai 

GPT Jesus: Conversations with Christ: Religion and Spirituality According to an AI 

César Vallejo Rodríguez and Francesca Raffo. EL PAÍS English. August 25, 2025. 

Available at: https://english.elpais.com/technology/2025-08-25/conversations-with-christ-
religion-and-spirituality-according-to-an-ai.html 

Let Us Make Man in Our Image: A Jewish Ethical Perspective on Creating Conscious 
Robots 

Mois Navon. AI and Ethics, vol. 4, pp. 1235–1250. Published online September 12, 2023. 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s43681-023-00328-y 

Meta’s AI Rules Have Let Bots Hold ‘Sensual’ Chats With Children 

Jeff Horwitz. Reuters Special Report. August 14, 2025. 

Available at: https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/meta-ai-chatbot-guidelines/ 

New Members 

James F. McGrath. In A Hero of a Different Stripe. Hemelein Publications and LTUE Press, 2023. 

Available at: https://digitalcommons.butler.edu/facsch_papers/1441 

I’m a Therapist. ChatGPT Is Eerily Effective. 

Harvey Lieberman. The New York Times. August 1, 2025. 

Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/01/opinion/chatgpt-therapist-journal-ai.html 

Silicon Valley Is Drifting Out of Touch With the Rest of America 

Eric Schmidt and Selina Xu. The New York Times. August 19, 2025. 

Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/opinion/artificial-general-intelligence-
superintelligence.html 

  

https://mustafa-suleyman.ai/containment-for-ai
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18YEBH5sbPz9ns54fVcoecuhqWHsR7mJP/view?usp=share_link
https://english.elpais.com/technology/2025-08-25/conversations-with-christ-religion-and-spirituality-according-to-an-ai.html
https://english.elpais.com/technology/2025-08-25/conversations-with-christ-religion-and-spirituality-according-to-an-ai.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S8oy9nTbX9SqvQtY39jXmQOBESubAwNk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S8oy9nTbX9SqvQtY39jXmQOBESubAwNk/view?usp=sharing
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43681-023-00328-y
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f4g7lyMFwPLfbLdC0ABvpA6pwe9TwPlo/view?usp=sharing
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/meta-ai-chatbot-guidelines/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NEyaRsuAk1QFLebj-F-wu6qzsr4p7eS3/view?usp=sharing
https://digitalcommons.butler.edu/facsch_papers/1441
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sz2YzXW8Zj67d6A5Rj6wRgBh5rYL5Ujh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/01/opinion/chatgpt-therapist-journal-ai.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dvKXedqhf8l2exz8_he_aX8z6VBChnri/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/opinion/artificial-general-intelligence-superintelligence.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/opinion/artificial-general-intelligence-superintelligence.html


[Senator Begins Child Safety Investigation Into 

Meta’s A.I. 
Bot](https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cQBBN2BEK91cXAQ0iMU6pO67UZa5ccoU/view?usp=sha
ring) 

Cecilia Kang. The New York Times. August 15, 2025. 

Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/15/technology/meta-child-safety-senate-
investigation.html 

Sequential Diagnosis with Language Models 

Harsha Nori, Mayank Daswani, Christopher Kelly, Scott Lundberg, Marco Tulio Ribeiro, Marc 
Wilson, Xiaoxuan Liu, Viknesh Sounderajah, Jonathan M. Carlson, Matthew P. Lungren, Bay 
Gross, Peter Hames, Mustafa Suleyman, Dominic King, Eric Horvitz. Microsoft AI. July 3, 2025. 

Available at: https://arxiv.org/abs/2506.22405v2 

The ‘godfather of AI’ reveals the only way humanity can survive superintelligent AI 

Matt Egan. CNN Business. August 13, 2025. 

Available at: https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/13/tech/ai-geoffrey-hinton 

To Make a Mind – A Primer on Conscious Robots 

Mois Navon. Journal of Theology and Science. Published online January 18, 2024. 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2023.2294530 

We must build AI for people; not to be a person 

Mustafa Suleyman. Personal blog. August 19, 2025. 

Available at: https://mustafa-suleyman.ai/seemingly-conscious-ai-is-coming 

2024 AI & the Church Summit Journal, August 12-15, 2024 in Seattle, WA. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cQBBN2BEK91cXAQ0iMU6pO67UZa5ccoU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cQBBN2BEK91cXAQ0iMU6pO67UZa5ccoU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/15/technology/meta-child-safety-senate-investigation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/15/technology/meta-child-safety-senate-investigation.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZickIoXn-Mc_XAMJuehO8uXOZxez_xfb/view?usp=share_link
https://arxiv.org/abs/2506.22405v2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B0qM-mR0SncxiHEwH9GERsZkM01Xipy4/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/13/tech/ai-geoffrey-hinton
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YZSZ6aowBOajSQBI3JLnraVf5fc8iLnd/view?usp=sharing
https://doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2023.2294530
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NxDomcy6Zj3RpDswfPpO0LdqxHxHWoEO/view?usp=sharing
https://mustafa-suleyman.ai/seemingly-conscious-ai-is-coming
https://www.trytank.org/aigathering.html

